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ACT l 


Pour, oh pour the pirate sherry.Pirates & Samuel 

When Fred'ric was a little lad.Ruth 

Oh, better far to live and die.Pirate King & Pirates 

Oh! false one, you have deceived me.Ruth & Frederic 

Climbing over rocky mountain.Girls Chorus 

Stop, ladies pray!.Edith, Kate, Frederic & Chorus 

Oh! is there not one maiden breast.Frederic & Chorus 

Poor wand'ring one.Mabel & Chorus 

What ought we to do? gentle sisters, say!.Edith, Kate & Chorus 

How beautifully blue the sky.Mabel, Frederic & Chorus 

Stay, we must not lose our senses.Frederic & Chorus 

Hold, monsters!.Mabel, Major-General, Samuel & Chorus 

I am the very model of a modem Major-General..Major-General & Chorus 

Finale - Oh! men of dark and dismal fate.Mabel, Edith, Kate, Frederic, 

Samuel, Pirate King, Major-General, Ruth & Chorus 




Oh! dry the glist'ning tear..Mabel & Chorus 

Now, Frederic, let your escort lion-hearted.Frederic & Major-General 

When the foeman bares his steel.Mabel, Edith, Sergeant & Chorus 

Now for the pirates' lair..Frederic, Ruth & Pirate King 

When you had left our pirate fold.Frederic, Ruth & Pirate King 

Away, away, my heart's on fire.Frederic, Ruth & Pirate King 

Stay, Frederic, stay.Mabel & Frederic 

No, I'll be brave! Oh, family descent.Mabel & Chorus 

When a felon's not engaged in his employment.Sergeant & Chorus 

A rollicking band of pirates we.Sergeant, Police & Pirates 

With cat-like tread.Samuel & Pirates 

Hush! hush! not a word.Frederic, Pirate King, Major-General, 

Police & Pirates 

Sighing softly to the river and Finale.Major-General & Chorus 










































PLOT SUMMARY 


The Pirates of Penzance are celebrating the 21st birthday of their 
apprentice, Frederic. In the middle of the party he shocks them by 
announcing his departure, explaining that his joining them has been a ter¬ 
rible mistake. His nursemaid, Ruth, being slightly deaf, had thought she 
had to apprentice him to a Pirate, but it should have been a Pilot! Never 
having seen another woman, Frederic agrees to marry Ruth: after all, she 
has assured him she is beautiful. The arrival on the beach of Major- 
General Stanley's many daughters awakens him to the delights of young 
ladies and he realizes that Ruth has lied to him. He is furious, and spurns 
her for Mabel, the only daughter who accepts his love. The pirates, mean¬ 
while, creep upon the girls, seeing an ideal opportunity to get themselves 
wives. As they are carrying off the none-too reluctant girls, the Major- 
General himself arrives and realizes he must act quickly to save the honor 
of his daughters. Having heard the rumor that the pirates never harm 
orphans, the crafty Major-General tearfully announces that he is an 
orphan and the tender-hearted pirates immediately let them all go with an 
invitation for them to become honorary pirates instead. 

The opening of Act 2 finds a guilt-stricken Major-General amongst 
the tombs of his ancestors. He is worried that the lie he told to secure his 
daughters' safety will bring dishonor on the family name. Frederic tells him 
not to worry. He is now a pillar of the community and is determined to wipe 
out the pirates once and for all. He summons the local constabulary, but 
they are not at all anxious to confront the pirates. Frederic's carefully laid 
plans are thrown into disarray when the Pirate King and Ruth turn up 
again. They inform him that he should still be a pirate because he was 
apprenticed to them until his 21st birthday. They further explain to the 
bemused Frederic that, paradoxically, he was born on February 29th and 
was, therefore, only 5. Always aware of his duty, Frderic sadly agrees to 
rejoin them and the heroic Mabel promises to wait for him until he comes 
of age in 1940. She exhorts the faint-hearted policemen to deal with the 
pirates, but they would much sooner be taking life easy! They are quickly 
overpowered by the pirates and are only saved when the pirates respond 
to the demands to give themselves up in the name of the Queen. Such 
devotion is explained as Ruth tells the Major-General that they are noble¬ 
men who have gone wrong, and all ends happily as the pirates and the 
girls are re-united. 


























